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WELCOME  

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

HYMN 103 WINCHESTER NEW 
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All remain standing. The presiding celebrant greets the community 

Celebrant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  and the love of God, 
  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
  be with you all. 
People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 
All  to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
  and from you no secrets are hidden. 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

  and worthily magnify your holy name: through Christ our lord. Amen. 

KYRIE ELEISON 
Sung three times 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

The celebrant shall say, Let us pray 

Almighty God, who sent your servant John the Baptist to prepare your people to welcome 
the Messiah, inspire us, the ministers and stewards of your truth, to turn our disobedient 
hearts to you, that when the Christ shall come again to be our judge, we may stand with 
confidence before his glory; who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

All are seat 

FIRST READING  
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah                 Isaiah 11:1-10 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be 
in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears 
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hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of 
the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness 
the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The 
cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall 
put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for 
the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day 
the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and 
his dwelling shall be glorious. 

Reader The word of the Lord    

People Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 

The Psalm is sung by the Precentor                                     

1 Give the King your justice, O God, *  
and your righteousness to the King’s Son; 

2 That he may rule your people righteously *  
and the poor with justice; 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness.  

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth.  

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall  

be no more. 
18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, * 

who alone does wondrous deeds! 
19 And blessed be his glorious name for ever! * 

and may all the earth be filled with his glory.  
Amen. Amen.  
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SECOND READING  
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans                                        Romans 15:4-13 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God 
of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 
accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
circumcised-on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises 
given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it 
is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; 
and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again, “Praise the Lord, all you 
Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him"; and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall 
come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” May the God 
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Reader  The word of the Lord.   
People Thanks be to God 
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HYMN 111                                       UNSER HERRSCHER 
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THE GOSPEL     All remain standing                    Matthew 3:1-12 

Deacon The Lord be with you.   
People And also with you. 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah 
spoke when he said, The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight.’” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem 
and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees 
and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I 
baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

Deacon The Gospel of Christ.  People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
   

SERMON                              The Rev. Joseph Dirbas 

NICENE CREED           BAS 188 
All Stand 

Celebrant Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
All  We believe in one God, The Father, the Almighty,  

 Maker of heaven and earth Of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

 of one being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation  

 he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
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On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father. With the Father and the Son  
he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
All stand or kneel, as able. 

Leader I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world. On the Anglican 
Cycle of Prayer I ask your prayers for The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The 
Middle East and on the diocesan cycle of prayer I ask your prayers for the 
Deanery of Kingsway – The Revd Wilmer Toyoken, Regional Dean. I ask your 
prayers for our bishop,  John, for our Primate, Linda, for our Metropolitan, 
Lynne, and for our own clergy, Joe and Paul. I ask your prayers for our 
companion diocese of the Northern Philippines and for our partner parishes, St. 
Michael the Archangel, Guina-ang, The Reverend (Padi) Daniel Longatan, St. 
Joseph Church, Mainit, and Holy Trinity Mission, Dalican. I ask your prayers for 
this gathering, and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church. 

Silence 

Leader  Almighty and everlasting God, by your Spirit the whole body of your faithful 
people is governed and sanctified. Receive our supplications and prayers, which 
we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in our vocation 
and ministry we may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Leader I ask your prayers for Charles our King and all in positions of authority and trust. 
I ask your prayers for peace, for goodwill among nations, and for the well-being 
of all people. 

Silence 

Leader  Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide 
with your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that 
justice and peace may increase, until the earth is filled with the knowledge of 
your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Leader  I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in 
prison. I ask your prayers for all those on our parish prayer list, especially Ed 
Owens and those whom you add silently or aloud.  Pray for those in any need or 
trouble. 

Silence  

Leader  Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer, 
hear the cry of those in misery and need. In their afflictions show them your 
mercy, and give us, we pray, the strength to serve them, for the sake of him who 
suffered for us, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Leader  I ask your prayers for those we remember in our parish this morning: Susan 
Mortlock, Leah Munro, Randy Munro, Elinor Munro, Ann Pajar. I ask your 
prayers for the mission of the Church. Pray for the coming of God’s kingdom 
among all nations and peoples. 

Silence 

Leader  O Lord our God, you have made all races and nations to be one family, and you 
sent your Son Jesus Christ to proclaim the good news of salvation to all people. 
Pour out your Spirit on the whole creation, bring the nations of the world into 
your fellowship, and hasten the coming of your kingdom. We ask this through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Leader I ask your prayers for those who have died in the peace of Christ, and for those 
whose faith is known to God alone. We pray for the faithful departed in our 
memorial book: The Revd Harry Berry – Priest, The Revd Willard Rorke – 
Priest, Patricia Wenig, Ron Sherwood, Eileen Cook, Doreen Donaghy, Robert 
Cameron, Elizabeth Morden, Norman Godsell, Muriel Fitzsimmons, and Ron 
Legeer. Pray that God may be glorified in all his saints. 

Silence 

Leader  O God, the giver of eternal life, we give you thanks and praise for the wonderful 
grace and virtue declared in all your saints. Grant to us, and to all who have died 
in the hope of the resurrection, a share in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and fulness of joy in the fellowship of all your saints. All this we ask in the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Leader  Let us give thanks to almighty God for all his goodness. 

 Silence 

Leader  You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honour and power. 

All  You are worthy to receive blessing and praise, now and for ever. 
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Leader  For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom 
and the glory, now and for ever. Amen 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Celebrant      Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he  

welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Silence is kept.  

Celebrant Most merciful God,  
All we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your name. Amen.  

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE PEACE  BAS 192 

All stand, and the presiding celebrant addresses the people. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.         

People  And also with you. 

OFFERTORY 

HYMN 88         STUTTGART 
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DOXOLOGY              TALLIS’ CANON 

 

 
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
All remain standing. The celebrant says   
Let us pray 

God our strength, we are nothing without you. Receive all we offer you this day 
as you sustain us with your mercy; in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 12 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                 BAS 198 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Celebrant adds a proper preface 

SANCTUS 683  

 
Al stand or kneel as able. The Celebrant continues.  

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made known to 
us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. For in these last days, you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

All we remember his death, 
we proclaim his resurrection,  
we await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they may be the 
sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and bring us to 
that city of light where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory 
are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.  

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                  BAS 211 

Celebrant    And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

e   -   ver 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD BAS 212 

Celebrant    God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 
All              Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 

AGNUS DEI 

THE COMMUNION BAS 213 
The celebrant invites the people to share in communion 

    The gifts of God for the People of God 
People     Thanks be to God. 

We invite all baptized Christians to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. Please receive the bread by holding out 
your hands. To receive the wine, please gently guide the chalice to your lips, or simply touch the base of the chalice if you 
prefer not to drink from it. Please note that intinction (dipping the wafer in the wine) is not permitted in our diocese. If 
you prefer to receive a blessing instead of the bread and wine, you may indicate that desire by crossing your arms over 
your chest. If you are unable to come forward, please ask a sides person to have Communion brought to you.  

HYMN 56  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
All stand or kneel, as able. The Celebrant continues 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
Faithful God, we thank you for feeding us with this heavenly banquet. Help us always to 
hear the prophet’s call to turn our hearts to you; in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 

Celebrant   Glory to God, 

All whose power, working in us,  
can do infinitely more  
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation,  
In the church, and in Christ Jesus, 
For ever and ever. Amen.                    

ANNOUNCEMENTS    All are seated  

HYMN 108                                                                                            MERTON 
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All remain standing. 

BLESSING 

DISMISSAL BAS 215 
The Deacon dismisses the congregation  

People Thanks be to God.  

All remain standing for the retiring procession 

POSTLUDE 
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PARISH PRAYER LIST: 

For health, wellness, support, and comfort: 
Stephanie, Jordan, Alison, Rebecca, Gillian, Faye, Eileen, Darren, Ralph, Pat, Sandy, Laurie, 

Ron, Alisa, Jacob, Letta, Shelia, Leah, Denise, John, Bill, Peter, Tricia, Ed 

 

 

 

Celebrant    The Rev. Joseph Dirbas  
Deacon   The Rev. Paul Richards 
Server    Rita Buchy    
Preacher    The Rev. Joseph Dirbas 
Organist   Ulo Valdma     
Greeters   Susan Cummings & Carol De Boeck 
Welcome   Veronica Wright 
First Reader   Letta Lewis    
Second Reader  Veronica Wright 
Prayers of the People  Lenore Richards 
Streaming    Richard Hampson-Thorpe    
Coffee Set-up   Kathy Van Allen & Judy Fry 
Coffee Clean-up  Carol De Boeck & Judy Belanger 
Altar Guild   Priscilla Archer & Gay Hallenburg 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please join us for coffee and tea in Griffiths Hall.   

If you are joining us for the first, time, please ask for directions 
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Prayer Shawl Ladies 
Will be meeting this Monday December 5th in the Library. Everyone is welcome to join us. 
We have a great group of ladies who have been knitting some beautiful things. This Monday 
we will have our bagged lunch, so don’t forget to bring your lunch with you. 

Advent Book Study  
We had our First Advent Book Study this past Wednesday. The lunch was fantastic (thanks 
to Fran, Nora, and Henry for the soup and rolls and to so many others for the kitchen 
support) and the conversation was lively. You can join us for our next sessions Dec 7, 14, 
and 21 from noon - 1:30 p.m. If you don’t have a copy of John Polkinghorne’s Living with 
Hope, please let Fr. Joe know, he’ll be sure to get the readings for you. (And, you can come 
even if you haven’t done the reading.) If you’re able and willing to provide soup to share or 
rolls, please sign up on the bulletin board in the office. 

Food Bank Sunday, December 11 
On Sunday, December 11, we’ll be collecting non-perishable food donations in support of 
the Sources Food Bank. So many in our local community are living with food insecurity and 
food banks are seeing more and more clients. If you can help, please bring your donations to 
church and we’ll be sure to get them into the hands of the food bank to help sustain those in 
need. God bless you. 

Holy Trinity Christmas Neighbourhood Party 
Our Neighbourhood Christmas Party is coming up fast. We have invitation available 
for you to distribute to neighbours, friends, and families. Please pick up your 
invitations at the front of the Church, outside Bonnie’s office, or in Griffiths Hall. 
The more we invite the more people will come, help to make this a great success!  

Reveal your Hidden Talents 
We know that many of you out there have hidden talents and we encourage you to share. If 
you’d like to participate in the entertainment for our Neighbourhood Christmas Party, please 
contact Lynne Francis. There’s room for you and your talent! 

Christmas Flower Offerings 
Over the next few weeks, we’ll be accepting donations for our Christmas poinsettias. A 
donation of $10.00 or more can be added to  the envelopes in the pews and identify the 
intention of your donation. You can also donate to the Christmas flowers at the church 
office or through e-Transfer. All donations and intentions will be noted in our Christmas 
service bulletins. 

Sources “Free Store” at Holy Trinity  
We would like to thank all the Parishioners who donated to the Sources Free Store. Your 
generosity was overwhelming. The number of Blankets and coats will help keep many less 
fortunate people warm this winter.  
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WELCOME! 
 
Whether you’re searching for a new church home, trying to choose a place to worship 
while you’re on vacation, looking for a place to be of service, or are ready to find out 
what this “church thing” is all about, there is a place for you here at Church of the 
Holy Trinity in White Rock.  

We are a joyful, inclusive/ outreach-oriented community. Our church building is a 
sacred space and a house of prayer for all. Our parish is composed of people from 
infants to grandparents, from cradle Anglicans to seekers, and we pride ourselves in 
being a place where a diverse range of opinions are held and respected.  While we are 
a varied group, we strive to be unified as the Body of Christ. 

We centre ourselves around our baptismal vow to, “strive for justice and peace 
among all people, and to respect the dignity of every human being”.  Our community 
also extends far beyond our pews. Through outreach ministries, we seek to feed, 
clothe, and support people who have less than they need. We believe that you will 
feel at home here and, no matter your reason for joining us, you will be greeted with 
open arms regardless of your race, age, culture, ethnicity, nationality, gender identity 
and expression, sexual orientation, marital status, previous religious affiliation, or 
socioeconomic status. 

All are welcome at Church of the Holy Trinity, and we hope to see you back here 
soon! 

We extend a warm welcome to all who have come to worship with us today. This church affirms that every 
human being, without distinction, is created in the image of God, and has a full and equal claim on the love 
and pastoral care of the Church.   

Holy Trinity Newsletter 

Sign up now there are two ways: let Bonnie know and we’ll add you to the list 
or sign up online. Visit https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/H4PSlh4 or 
simply scan the QR code. 

Check out our New Website – holytrinitywhiterock.ca 
Like Us on Facebook – www.facebook.com/holytrinitywhiterock 
 
 

 
15115 Roper Avenue, White Rock V4B 2E8 

604-531-0884    office@holytrinitywhiterock.ca 
www.holytrinitywhiterock.org 


